
 

Tuesday, September 13, 2022 
Is Your Church The Media's Next Target? 

 
Dear Pastor, 
 
Recently the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel politicized the local church. They accused a gubernatorial candidate of 
financially donating to a “handful of anti-abortion" and “anti-LGBTQ” organizations. The article built a foundational 
argument for the secular culture to label local churches as hate groups with the possibility of being “canceled,” doxed, 
or even physically attacked. Trust us, at Wisconsin Family Council, we know this firsthand.  

One may ask, what “extremist” groups were listed? The Journal 
highlighted K-8 Christian school Faith Lutheran, New Beginnings 
Pregnancy Center which is a maternity home for pregnant women 
needing housing, Spring Creek Church, and Elmbrook Church. Most in 
our society would identify donations to parachurch ministries and local 
churches such as these as honorable; however, the media is building a 
narrative that makes supporting biblical ministries a cultural "sin." 
This article reminded me (Daniel) of one central belief penetrating the 
media--that evangelical churches are nothing more than “anti-abortion 
and anti-LGBTQ" hate groups. We must understand that the secular 
media is attempting to paint the church as a political target. A 
spokesperson for a statewide political party stated donations to these 
ministries mean one candidate “will stop at nothing to push his radical 
agenda in order to limit the rights of LGBTQ Wisconsinites and those 
seeking an abortion.” I find it despicable that the media and a political 
party would politicize and attack the local church for preaching the 

gospel.  
My point in this email isn’t to promote one candidate or political party over another. It is to highlight that if the media 
in our state took shots at churches such as Elmbrook and Spring Creek for political reasons, they’ll have no issue 
doing the same to your church.  
We’re thankful for pastors like you who boldly proclaim the gospel, along with the inerrancy and infallibility of 
Scripture. Sadly, today, when you stand with God's Word on issues such as marriage, family, life, and religious 
liberty, you’re putting a target on your back. We’re praying for your church as you continue in faithful ministry of 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ (2 Timothy 4:7).  
 
In Christ, 

 
PS: Our team had a great time last week in Oconomowoc for our event, "Your Backyard: Own It!” Between now and early 
November, we'll be visiting eight more Wisconsin cities where our president, Julaine Appling, will equip Christians to own their 
backyard for Christ's glory. If you live in or near Wausau, Stevens Point, West Bend, Appleton, Green Bay, Eau Claire, 
Oshkosh, or La Crosse, we hope you and your church family can join us. Click HERE for details and to register for any of our 
upcoming events.  

https://www.foxnews.com/us/wisconsin-anti-abortion-group-molotov-cocktail-arson-attack
https://wifamilycouncil.org/community-events/

