
 

Tuesday, August 30, 2022 
We Prayed—God Answered—Now What? 

Dear Pastor, 
 
I (Dave) don’t have all the answers for the questions that swirl around God’s sovereignty and man’s responsibility. I’m pretty 
sure no person does. His ways are not our ways, and His thoughts are not our thoughts. There are things that are known only to 
God, and our wisdom and privilege is to trust Him with those things. He is God. We are not. 
 
Last week I had occasion to review what some candidates for elected office in our state had to say on the topic of abortion. There 
are those seeking office who are motivated, at least in part, because they feel compelled to defend a woman’s “right” to end the 
life of her unborn child. It got me to thinking. We have prayed—and worked—to see Roe v. Wade overturned, and God in His 
sovereign wisdom chose this point in history to affirmatively answer that prayer. So we are confronted with the question, “Now 
what?” As a well known Christian leader observed earlier this week, Christians did not start the culture wars, but we cannot 
evade them either. 
 

When the Dobbs decision came down just two months ago on June 24, 
overturning Roe v. Wade, a significant battle was won; but the fight is not over. 
Hence, again, the question, “Now what?” In light of God’s sovereign action to 
overturn Roe, what is our responsibility? What will we do with this answer to 
prayer? How will we be good stewards of this victory for life? 
 
We think every pastor and every church needs to carefully consider this 
question for several reasons. Clearly this was a victory at the federal level, but 

what will happen in our own state? That will depend largely on whether God’s people vote, and whether they vote for 
candidates who will continue to defend life. The fight for life isn’t over. In some ways it has intensified, especially at the state 
level. Will we be in it for the long haul, or are we willing to surrender because the fight is just too unpleasant and 
uncomfortable? 
 
Beyond that, what will we do to minister to our culture? Will we preach the truth of God’s plan for human sexuality, and how 
His plan will, among other things, reduce or eliminate unwanted pregnancies? This is not a popular message, to be sure, but 
certainly is one that is true and beneficial for human flourishing. Love for neighbor should compel us to speak this truth in love. 
And what of those who nonetheless find themselves dealing with an unwanted pregnancy? How will we minister to them? Will 
they find pregnancy care centers that are well-staffed, well-equipped, well-supplied and welcoming? Will they find churches that 
will seek to minister to them, body and soul? We prayed that Roe would be overturned, and God in His sovereignty has 
answered that prayer. Now what? 
 
In Christ, 

 
PS: Part of the answer to the question, “Now what?” is for believers to be engaged in their own “backyards.” Encouraging this 
kind of difference-making is what our current series of community events is all about. “Your Backyard: Own It” is an event 
coming to nine Wisconsin cities in the near future. If you live in or near Oconomowoc, Wausau, Stevens Point, West Bend, 
Appleton, Green Bay, Eau Claire, Oshkosh or La Crosse, we hope you will join us and encourage your church family to join us. 
Click HERE for details and to register. 
  


