
 

Tuesday, August 16, 2022 
“Am I Your Enemy?” 

Dear Pastor, 
 
The apostle Paul asked this question of the Galatians (see Gal. 4:16). Evidently, some of them were upset because he spoke the 
truth of the Gospel to them and would not let them get away with ignoring the inherent implications of that Gospel. I suspect, 
given Paul’s pastoral heart, that he was aching over the poor reception of the truth. So naturally, he toned down his message, 
right? Isn’t that what we’re supposed to do? We don’t want to run the risk of offending anyone with the truth, do we? Well, that 
is one approach many take. But Paul’s question was rhetorical. His point was that he was not their enemy because he told them 
the truth, but rather that they needed to listen to and embrace the truth that he told them. Somebody or something needed to 
change, and it wasn’t Paul, and it certainly wasn’t his message that needed adjusting. 
 
I confess that I (Dave) am a people-pleaser by nature. My natural inclination is to not do or say things that will make me look 
bad in the eyes of others. But if I am to maintain my allegiance to Jesus and His Word, I must make peace with the fact that the 

truth of the Gospel, and the truth of the implications of the Gospel, are not going 
to make me popular with a lot of people (Cf. John 16:33). The question is always, 
will I fear God, or will I fear man? (See Prov. 29:25.) 
 
Of course, we don’t seek to use the truth as a baseball bat with which to beat 
people over the head. When Jesus came in the flesh, He came full of grace and 
truth (Jn. 1:14). It is right and good to temper the truth with grace, but wrong to 
temper it with silence or compromise. (Cf. Also II Tim. 2:24-26). 
 
We are in a culture that denies the very existence of truth, and of reality itself. 
Witness the transgender ideology sweeping across our land! And if we speak the 
truth about this or any other issue about which God has spoken, we can expect to 
be taken to task by the culture, and sometimes by people within our own 
churches. So be it. We ought to obey God rather than man (Acts 5:29). If we are 
to fulfill our calling as ambassadors of Christ (II Cor. 5:20), then we must speak 
Kingdom truth without fear or favor. Our prayer for you and for all of the pastors 
in our state is that you will be strengthened in the inner man (Eph. 3:16) to 

faithfully teach and preach the whole counsel of God (Acts 20:27). You are not the enemy. You are the King’s ambassador! 
 
In Christ, 

 
PS: The next presentation of Wisconsin Family Council’s event “Your Back Yard: Own It” will be Thursday, August 25, in Portage. To 
register for this or any of our other fall events, click HERE. In September we plan to host events in Waukesha, Oconomowoc, West Bend, 
Wausau and Plover. We hope you will plan now to join us for an event near you, and please feel free to promote these events to your church 
family. 
 


