
 
Tuesday, May 3, 2022 

 Let’s face it—ministry can be tough! 
 
 

Dear Pastor, 
 
There is no getting around it. Ministry can be tough. But it isn’t just ministry. The life of discipleship can be tough. The 
reality is, there is a price to pay for being a Christian. Jesus said in Luke 9:23, “If anyone desires to come after Me, let him 
deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me.” The life of a Jesus-follower is characterized by bearing a 
cross—daily. There is a burden to be borne, but it is better to bear that burden, than to gain the whole world and in the end 
be destroyed or lost (Lk. 9:25). So yes, ministry can be tough; and there is a price to 
pay for discipleship. But it is worth it. 
 
Jesus didn’t sugar-coat the fact that being a disciple would be hard. He told us in 
John 16:33 that “in the world you will have tribulation,” but that we should "be of 
good cheer because [He] has overcome the world." 
 
As Christians, we often have a hesitation to engage or confront our culture with 
unpopular truth. Consider the recent attacks on Ron DeSantis, governor of Florida, 
for standing up for protecting parental rights and for protecting young children from 
sexual grooming in grades K through 3. Praise the Lord for men and women who are willing to take a principled stand 
regardless of the personal attacks, misrepresentations and character defamation. We don’t know what Governor 
DeSantis’s relationship with Christ is, but if he is willing to stand for what is true and what is right, should that not be an 
example to us, as ambassadors of God’s Kingdom, to do the same? 
 
Along these lines, here is an interesting and challenging article from Michael Brown relative to preaching the truth in our 
current cultural moment. Let us know what you think about it. We are also reminded of the excellent and helpful book 
released late in 2020 by Erwin Lutzer, We Will Not Be Silenced: Responding Courageously to Our Culture’s Assault on 
Christianity. If you haven’t read it, we urge you to get a copy. (We have copies available for a suggested donation of $10. 
Give us a call if you want a copy.  Amazon has them priced at $9.99 for Kindle and $14.59 for paperback.) 
 
May our gracious, life-giving God grant that we claim the words of Joshua to the Israelites in Joshua 1:9: “Be strong and 
of good courage; do not be afraid, nor be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.” Ministry can be 
tough, but we are “more than conquerors, through Him Who loved us (Rom. 8:37). 
 
In Christ, 

                                                                                                                       
Dave Lingle                                                  Daniel Degner 
WFC Church Ambassador                            Director, WFC Church Ambassador Network 
920-342-1928, Cell                                       920-204-4447, Cell 
 
P.S. Three brief reminders: 
1. WFC community events will be held this Thursday, May 5, in Rhinelander.  Later in May we also will be in Verona, 
and Grafton. You can register or get more information about these community events here. 
2. Registration for WFC's LEAD Wisconsin teen leadership camp is happening now. We are one camper away from 
having 100 campers registered! Teens can register or view more details here. 
3. National Day of Prayer is this Thursday, May 5. We encourage you to consider having a special emphasis on prayer for 
our country on that day.  You can find a list of NDP events around our state on May 5 here. You can see details on the 
NDP events in Madison on May 5 here. 
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