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So God created man in his 
own image, in the image 
of God created he him; 

male and female created 
he them. And God blessed 
them, and God said unto 

them, Be fruitful, and 
multiply...

Genesis 1:27-28a
And, ye fathers, provoke 

not your children to wrath: 
but bring them up in the 
nurture and admonition  

of the Lord.
Ephesians 6:4

*****
Save the Date

“Going Local” training 
sessions are happening! 
Last year our community 
events focused on a chal-
lenge to become guard-
ians of our communities. 
These training sessions 
are designed to equip 
you to be an effective 
difference-maker in your 
community.

Thurs., Nov. 18,  
6:00 p.m., Harvestime 

Church, Eau Claire
For more information and 
to register, visit wifami-
lycouncil.org, Events.

November 2021

Celebrate Family!

This month we officially recognize National Family Week, 
celebrated annually the week of Thanksgiving, which this 

year will be November 22-29. It should go without saying, but 
family is God’s idea; and God doesn’t have bad ideas!
National Family Week was first proclaimed by Richard Nixon 
in 1972 pursuant to a resolution introduced by a member of 
Congress from Indiana, Representative John Myers, upon the 
suggestion of a constituent.  National Family Week is now 
popularized by the National Family Week Foundation. On the 
organization’s 
website, we learn 
more about the 
idea of this spe-
cial week:
“This observance 
was the idea of 
Mr. Sam Wiley, a 
teacher, basket-
ball coach and 
school adminis-
trator in Indiana 
who observed the stark difference in children who came from 
strong, supportive families and those who were not being 
raised in a traditional family unit. He conceived the idea to 
set aside a time during Thanksgiving—when families tradi-
tionally gather to give thanks for their many blessings—to 
recognize the important role family plays in our society. As 
Ronald Reagan said in 1981 in his first National Family Week 
proclamation as President:

‘The family is the basic unit of our society, the heart of our 
free democracy. It provides love, acceptance, guidance, sup-
port, and instruction to the individual. Community values and 
goals that give America strength also take root in the home. In 
times of change and challenge, families keep safe our cultural 
heritage and reinforce our spiritual foundation.

‘As the mainstay of our national life, family life must be pre-
served. When a family needs external assistance to help it to 
perform its unique role, this assistance should not interfere 
with the family’s fundamental responsibilities and prerog-
atives. Rather, aid should be supportive and purposeful in 
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  About Wisconsin Family Council
  Wisconsin Family Council is a 501 (c)(3) organization that has been 

advancing Judeo-Christian principles and values in Wisconsin since 1986. 
We have largely done this by informing Wisconsin citizens, policymakers and churches about the 
important legislative and cultural issues so that they can be involved in strengthening, preserving 
and promoting marriage, family, life and religious freedom in our state.

“Church Connection” is published monthly by WFC and is available to churches in Wisconsin.
PO Box 14440 | Madison WI 53708 | 888-378-7395 (toll free) | info@wifamilycouncil.org | wifamilycouncil.org

 
The Best Resource

We firmly believe in 
utilizing good resources. 
When it comes to the 
topic of family, there are 
many good books that 
have been written and 
are readily available. We 
encourage you to talk to 
your pastor and see what 
books on the family he 
would recommend. 
But the reality remains: 
the very best resource for 
knowing how to do fami-
ly well is God’s Word.
Maybe this month would 
be a good time to read 
the following passages 
together as a family and 
see where you are doing 
well and talk about where 
you can improve. In the 
world of finance, we 
talk about ROI (return 
on investment). If you 
would like to experience 
amazing ROI in the area 
of relationships, invest 
time and energy in know-
ing what God says and 
putting God’s guidelines 
for relationships into 
practice.

Exodus 20:12
Psalm 1:1-6

Psalm 19:7-14
Psalm 127:3-5
Proverbs1:1-19
Proverbs 4:1-13
Matthew 18:1-6
Matthew 19:3-8

I Corinthians 13:1-13
Ephesians 4:22-32

Ephesians 5:17 - 6:4

strengthening the family’s stability, self-sufficiency and perma-
nence.
‘National Family Week is a time to be thankful for the family as a 
national heritage and resource. It is a time to recommit ourselves 
to the concept of the family—a concept that must withstand the 
trends of lifestyle and legislation….’

In 1987, President Reagan issued an Executive Order that 
unfortunately is largely forgotten today. Executive Order 12606 
entitled simply “The Family,” instructs all Executive depart-
ments and agencies to answer a series of questions about the 
impact of policies and regulations on the family before imple-
menting such policies. Those questions included:

• Does this action by government strengthen or erode 
the stability of the family and particularly, the marital 
commitment? 

• Does this action strengthen or erode the authority and 
rights of parents in the education, nurture and supervision 
of their children? 

• Does this action help the family perform its functions or 
does it substitute governmental activity for the function? 
Do the proposed benefits of this action justify the impact 
on the family budget? 

• What message, intended or otherwise, does this program 
send to the public concerning the status of the family?

• What message does it send to young people concerning 
the relationship between their behavior, their personal 
responsibility and the norms of our society?

President Reagan clearly understood the importance of God’s 
plan for marriage and family to this country—and to any coun-
try. He goes on in the Order to say that he wanted reports and 
advice on how to “strengthen the institutions of marriage and 
family in America.”
We need presidents and other leaders who recognize in both 
word and deed the importance of marriage and family. We 
should ask the Lord to give us these kinds of leaders. In humil-
ity we need to continue to pray for all of our elected officials, 
that they would fearlessly protect and promote God’s design for 
family that both glorifies Him and is good for us. In our church-
es and in our homes, let’s do all we can to support, promote and 
celebrate family!


