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With my whole heart 
have I sought thee: O let 
me not wander from thy 

commandments.
Thy word have I hid in 
mine heart, that I might 

not sin against thee.
Psalm 119:10-11 

*****
Save the Date

“Going Local: Making 
Communities Great 
Again” training sessions 
are coming! Last year 
our community events 
focused on a challenge 
to become guardians of 
our communities. These 
sessions will equip you to 
make a difference in your 
community.
Thurs., Oct. 7, 6:15 p.m. 

Brookridge Church 
Plover

Thurs., Oct. 14, 6:30 p.m. 
Dayspring Church  

Pewaukee
Thursday, Nov. 18, 6 p.m. 

Harvestime Church 
Eau Claire

For current information 
and to register, visit 
wifamilycouncil.org, 

Events.

October 2021

Biblical Illiteracy: An American Pandemic

In a lecture series on John and Abigail Adams’s relationship, 
especially focused on their letter writing during the Revolu-

tionary War, presenter Joseph J. Ellis, a Pulitzer Prize winning 
author, made an incredible statement.
Ellis was talking about how in her pro-
lific letter writing, Abigail Adams would 
frequently make references, literary and 
otherwise, that were noteworthy. And then 
this noted American history professor says 
one day he was reading a letter from Abi-
gail to Thomas Jefferson and came upon a 
phrase that struck him as a great line and 
that he was sure was original to Abigail. 
The phrase was “Faithful are the wounds 
of a friend.” Ellis says rather nonchalantly 
to his class, “It was from Proverbs. I didn’t know that.” (Em-
phasis added.)
Here’s a scholar, a noted author, a premier American history 
expert who says, in essence, “I don’t know the Bible well 
enough to recognize statements from even the well-known 
Book of Proverbs.” It’s fair to wonder what else he’s missed of 
Biblical quotations, not to mention biblical allusions.
We are not trying to point out the ignorance or weakness of 
an expert in the field of American history. Not at all. We’re all 
human, and we all make mistakes. But what happened in that 
lecture goes beyond human error. It goes to a major reason as 
to why American society is like it is today: Biblical illiteracy.
In the 1700s when John and Abigail Adams were living, the 
Bible was considered standard reading material, good for 
everyone, and certainly generally accepted in society.  Some 
scholars estimate that 75-80% of the population attended 
church in that era. The vast majority of those churches would 
use the Bible. 
Recall, too, that the Great Awakening—an incredible time of 
revival—swept through the colonies in the 1730s and 40s.  
Christianity was the dominant religion; with the Bible the 
centerpiece of that religion. 
Most of our colleges and universities were started by Chris-
tians for the advancement of Christianity, focused on the 

(continued on back)



  About Wisconsin Family Council
  Wisconsin Family Council is a 501 (c)(3) organization that has been 

advancing Judeo-Christian principles and values in Wisconsin since 1986. 
We have largely done this by informing Wisconsin citizens, policymakers and churches about the 
important legislative and cultural issues so that they can be involved in strengthening, preserving 
and promoting marriage, family, life and religious freedom in our state.

“Church Connection” is published monthly by WFC and is available to churches in Wisconsin.
PO Box 14440 | Madison WI 53708 | 888-378-7395 (toll free) | info@wifamilycouncil.org | wifamilycouncil.org

*****
The Engagement 

Project— 
“This Changes Every-

thing!”
We are excited to an-
nounce that Dr. Del Tack-
ett (The Truth Project) 
is coming to Neenah on 
Saturday, October 16. In 
The Engagement Project, 
Dr. Tackett answers two 
important questions: 
“Why did Jesus leave?” 
and “Why does God 
send?” The answers to 
these questions may just 
turn your world right side 
up!  Register at 
DelTackett.com under 
Events.

*****
Consider This...
Family Bible study can 
seem daunting. But 
with some planning and 
discipline, it can not only 
get easier; it can get better 
and richer for all family 
members!
Consider these ideas:
1) Pray before you 
launch. Ask God for 
wisdom in how to do this 
and for the discipline to 
stay with it.
2) Keep it simple. 
3) Ensure it’s age ap-
propriate, engaging and 
even exciting.
4) Treat the Bible as the 
Living Word of God that 
is “quick and powerful 
and sharper than any 
twoedged sword” (Heb. 
4:12a)!

Bible. Schools used the Bible and even subject-matter books 
included many Biblical quotations and references. Dr. Benja-
min Rush, signer of the Declaration of Independence, penned 
in 1791 an impassioned defense of the use of the Bible in 
America’s schools. Of course, educated people or people with 
social rank, such as John and Abigail Adams would know the 
Bible and would use in their correspondence direct quotations 
as well as allusions to it. It’s safe to say when Thomas Jefferson 
received that letter he knew immediately the phrase “faithful 
are the wounds of a friend” came straight off the pages of the 
Holy Scriptures. 
But 21st century America is not 17th century America. The 
1960s saw the US Supreme Court take Bible reading and 
prayer out of our public schools. We can’t even post the Ten 
Commandments in our schools today. Yes, the Bible can still be 
taught in public schools as literature—but that doesn’t happen 
often.
Church attendance is dramatically down from The 75-80% 
reported in the 1700s. Families are much more fractured today 
than 230+ years ago. Christianity and teaching of the Bible 
have long been done primarily through the family unit. When 
the family unit is destroyed, it’s much less likely that children 
know anything about the Bible and then to top that off, they 
aren’t taken to church either where they might learn about the 
Bible. 
Biblical illiteracy is pandemic in America. If the consequence 
of this illiteracy was restricted to professors, authors and class-
rooms, that would perhaps not be so bad. But the consequence 
of this illiteracy is debauchery, selfishness, lawlessness, corrup-
tion of every sort, murder, mayhem and more throughout our 
society, not to mention the spiritual darkness for individuals. 
Our call is to Christian parents to begin a family campaign—
make a family commitment—to ensure your children grow up 
very familiar with God’s Holy Word. Teach it, memorize it, 
meditate on it, live it. Commit to attending and being actively 
involved in a church that teaches and preaches the Bible. In 
so doing, not only will your children truly be wiser than even 
some of their teachers, but they will have the Word of Life to 
guide them all the days of their life. Most importantly, through 
the Bible they will meet the Savior, Jesus Christ, Whom to 
know is life eternal.


