
 

Tuesday, July 13, 2021 
Now We Know 

 
Dear Pastor,  
 
Leading up to the wrongly decided case of Obergefell v. Hodges, where  the US Supreme Court in a 5-4 
decision [consider the difference just one justice made!] concluded that same-sex “marriage” should be 
legalized,  an oft-heard question raised by those promoting same-sex “marriage” was, “How does gay marriage 
hurt you?”i The implied answer was that same-sex "marriage” didn’t hurt anyone; so it should obviously be 
legal. 
 
Well, now we know at least one answer to the question, “How does gay marriage hurt you?” Just ask Barronelle 
Stutzman in Washington State. She was hauled to court for not creating a floral arrangement for a same-
sex wedding. The Supreme Court of the state of Washington ruled against her. The Supreme Court of the US 
told that court to reconsider. They have. She lost again. And now the US Supreme Court has mystifyingly 
rejected her request for review.  
 
Others have been dragged through the legal process for living out their faith in the 
public square. Jack Phillips in Colorado and Aaron and Melissa Klein in Oregon are 
names that readily come to mind. 
 
There are professing believers, even in evangelical circles, who have said things like 
“just bake the cake” or “just do the flower arrangement” without considering, seemingly, the broader 
implications of this kind of compelled speech and accommodation.  
 
If a Christian business can be forced by government compulsion to cooperate with and promote 
something contrary to its values or face criminal charges and penalties, how long do you honestly think 
our churches can expect to escape this kind of coercion? What difference is there, really, between telling 
Barronelle to “just do the flowers” or Jack Phillips to “just bake the cake” and telling a pastor to “just perform 
the wedding ceremony” or “just host that same-sex wedding reception”?  
 
Why bring this up? First, just a reminder that we need to be faithful no matter what. Barronelle’s husband 
Darold responded to the Court’s decision this way: “We’ve won. Not in the world’s eyes. But in God’s eyes. 
We were faithful.” That is an amazingly wonderful response, given what they stand to lose (which is pretty 
much everything!). And it is the way we need to be prepared to respond as we remain faithful. 
 
Second, we are reminded again of the importance of praying for—and electing?—officials who recognize and 
value the importance of our First Amendment rights. I Timothy 2:1-4 reminds us that one goal of praying for 
authorities is that “we may lead quiet and peaceable lives.”   
 
Finally--consider this a Pauline "finally"—if you ever wondered how same-sex marriage hurts you or someone 
else, Barronelle Stutzman’s case illustrates just one of the many ways it hurts. Now we know. ii 
 
This week pray for: 
    Rep. Ken Skowronski (Franklin, AD 82) 
    Rep. Dave Considine (Baraboo, AD 81) 
    Sen. Howard Marklein (Spring Green, SD 17) 
 
In Christ, 



                                                                                                                       
Dave Lingle                                                  Daniel Degner 
WFC Church Ambassador                            Director, WFC Church Ambassador Network 
920-342-1928, Cell                                       920-204-4447, Cell 
 
 
PS: Just a quick update on our LEAD Wisconsin Camp ministry. In order to ensure we have a quality camp, we 
have capped registration at 80 campers and currently have a waiting list for this year in case there are any 
cancellations. Those who were not able to attend this year due to the cap are encouraged to get their names on 
the waiting list for next year. Please pray for God’s blessing on this week as we work to equip teens to become 
effective Godly leaders.  Call 888-378-7395 or email snichols@wifamilycouncil to get on the waiting list. 
 
PPS: If you live in Wisconsin’s 37th Assembly District, there is a special election today for your state 
Representative. Please be sure to vote and encourage others to do the same. For information on the candidates 
you can visit ivoterguide.com.  
_________________________ 
 i Interestingly, the Supreme Court on June 26, 2015, “legalized” same-sex marriage. Given that it is a judicial 
and not a legislative body, we think we are right in concluding this should never have happened. Supposedly, 
the right for individuals identifying as homosexual to “marry” was found in Section 1 of the 14th 
Amendment to the US Constitution. Of course, this amendment says nothing about same-sex marriage (nor does 
it mention marriage at all), but the justices had to come up with some sort of constitutional “cover” for their 
decision, and this was as close as they could get. 
 
 ii As we prepared this email, we were reminded that Chai R. Feldblum, who served as President Obama’s 
Commissioner of the US Equal Employment Opportunity Commission, was clear that sexual rights should take 
precedent over religious liberty. “She commented that she could not come up with a single case in which, at 
least hypothetically, religious liberty would triumph over coercion to the new moral morality,” (from “The 
Gathering Storm: Religious Liberty in the Wake of the Sexual Revolution,” Al Mohler, accessed at 
www.albertmohler.com on 3-21-2017).  


