
 

Tuesday, May 25, 2021 
Gospel Gardening 

 
Dear Pastor,  
 
We aren’t sure who coined the phrase “gospel gardening.” It might have been Greg Koukl in his book Tactics (an excellent and 
helpful book by the way – we strongly recommend it). At any rate, much of evangelistic outreach involves “gospel 
gardening,” i.e., sowing the seed of the Word and then trusting God’s Spirit to do the watering and grant the harvest. 
 
We all know that we are to pray for governing authorities (I Tim. 2:1-4). This command originated in a culture and government 
that was hostile to the Gospel, even to the point of killing believers. 
 
For Paul or the early Christians, it could’ve been easy to excuse not praying for Nero or other 
governors because it might appear they supported their unjust and ungodly government.  
 
On occasion a pastor is hesitant to pray with and for an elected official out of concern that he may 
appear to be partisan or may be perceived to want to “just preach the gospel.”  We certainly 
understand the desire to avoid the appearance of partisanship. That is why we endeavor to be very 
careful in our dealings with legislators to avoid that which is partisan. Further, the work of WFC’s 
Church Ambassador Network Wisconsin Capitol outreach is equal opportunity. We connect with and 
pray with legislators no matter what letter is after their name. 
 
Outreach ministry should be non-partisan in nature. Is it even necessary to say that? Maybe, given 
the divisive nature of the politics of our day. But here is the thing about outreach, i.e., gospel-
centered and gospel-focused ministry to legislators: It can’t happen without personal involvement. 
We are grateful when a pastor tells us they are praying regularly, privately and/or corporately, for our 
elected officials. We are befuddled when a pastor won’t engage with these same individuals face to face. Thankfully, that 
doesn’t happen very often. 
 
We continue to have wonderful meetings with legislators. Last week, as two pastors met with one of our state senators, the 
senator shared how encouraging and helpful it was when a constituent or a pastor tells him they are praying for him. We don’t 
know if this state senator knows the Lord or not, but he clearly recognizes and values the prayers of God’s people; and he was 
grateful for the investment those pastors in his district made in his life on that day, to take time to meet with him and pray for 
him. 
 
If we believe prayer and relationships are priorities in ministry—and they are!—then meeting with an elected official to get to 
know him/her and pray with and for him/her is a wonderful ministry opportunity.  
 
Scores of pastors have already participated in this ministry outreach this year. We look forward to facilitating it for many more 
scores of pastors. We are grateful for every pastor who participates in this “gospel gardening.” 
 
In Christ, 

                                                                                                                       
Dave Lingle                                                   Daniel Degner 
WFC Church Ambassador                            Director, WFC Church Ambassador Network 
920-342-1928, Cell                                       920-204-4447, Cell 
 
PS: We have been asking the Lord to give us at least 50 students for our unique LEAD Wisconsin camp experience this year. 
The Lord is answering that prayer, and we are close to the number 50. Would you please check out this opportunity 
at LEADWI.org, and encourage any young people you know to consider this outstanding opportunity? Significant financial 
assistance is available. We don't want finances to be the reason a teen can't attend this unique camp. 


