
 

Tuesday, May 18, 2021 
Truth or Consequences, Part 2 

 
Dear Pastor,  
 
As we briefly observed last week, either believing or rejecting the truth comes with very real consequences. 
Obviously, we speak the truth because eternity is at stake. Most 
importantly, we want people to believe the truth of the Gospel, because 
that is the only source of redemption. 
 
So what can you expect to happen when you tell the truth? We may 
expect people to respond in one of three ways.  
 
Some people will be upset.  Need I remind you about our Savior, who 
was full of grace and truth? How did the religious leaders and political 
power players of His day treat Him? They crucified Him! The devil is a 
liar and the father of lies. He hates the truth. If you stand for the truth, 
you can expect to be reviled, cursed, maligned and mistreated. Jesus 
said, “In the world you will have trouble” (John. 16:33a). He didn’t say 
we should go looking for it, but He doesn’t want us to be shocked or discouraged when it comes. In this world, if 
you speak the truth, you can expect to face trouble. But the rest of what Jesus said is so encouraging: “But be of 
good cheer—I have overcome the world” (John. 16:33b). 
 
Some people will be upset, and some will call you names. You will be called a hater. You will be called transphobic 
and homophobic and worse names than these. If you don’t agree with and affirm every form of error and perversion 
being promoted by the culture, you are the one who will be accused of violence. Even if you are silent on an issue, 
you will be attacked. That is what they mean when they say “silence is violence.” If you don’t speak up in favor of 
transgenderism, for example, your silence will be called violence.  
 
We are ambassadors for Christ, (II Cor. 5:20). If people don’t hear the truth from us, from whom will they hear it? 
There are no others! 
 
Some people will mock. That is what happened when Paul boldly proclaimed truth to the Athenians (Acts 17:32). 
People will mock your belief in the Gospel. They will mock your belief about a Creator God Who created the 
universe and everything in it. They will mock your view of marriage and human sexuality. You might just as well 
reconcile yourself to this reality—you are going to be mocked. None of us look forward to or get excited about this 
possibility. But if we are going to speak the truth, it is just inevitable that we will be mocked. 
 
Some people will be converted. This is the good news: When we speak the truth, there will be those who will listen 
and will repent and trust Jesus. In Acts 17:34 it was “Dionysius the Areopagite, a woman named Damaris, and others 
with them.” Who will it be when you speak the truth? We never know, but we do know that God will bless and use 
the truth of His Word. 
 
Listen to the testimony of a young woman in the recently released In His Image Movie. (We highly recommend the 
movie to you!). She had walked away from the faith as a young person and pursued life as a transgender male. After 
a number of prodigal years, she returned home and to faith in Jesus. She made this arresting observation: “When you 
get tired of all the lies, you come back to the ones who told you the truth.” 
 
May God help us all to be leaders who compassionately and boldly tell the truth, trusting Him with the 
consequences. 



 
In Christ, 

                                                                                                                       
Dave Lingle                                                   Daniel Degner 
WFC Church Ambassador                            Director, WFC Church Ambassador Network 
920-342-1928, Cell                                       920-204-4447, Cell 
 
PS: We would like to host more of our “lunch with a purpose” webinars. These proved to be popular, and we believe 
helpful last year during the COVID shut-down months. If there is a topic you think would be helpful to you and 
fellow pastors, please give us a call or drop us an email and let us know what the “itch” is that needs to be scratched; 
and we’ll see if we can help meet the need. Thanks! 


