
 

Tuesday, April 27, 2021 
Biblical or political? Part 2 

 
Dear Pastor,  
 
Have you ever preached on the issue of racism? Is that a biblical or political issue? It doesn’t really fall neatly into 
just one category or the other, does it? 
 
What about a biblical view of justice? Does God have anything to say about justice? Of course He does! Justice is 
inextricably intertwined with the issue of redemption. God is both just, and the Justifier of those who place their faith 
in Jesus and Jesus alone for salvation. How could it be just for the only truly just Man to die for the injustices of the 
many? You get the idea. The satisfaction of justice is what the gospel is all about. How does or should that inform 
our concepts of justice today? And when you preach on that, are you being biblical or political? 
 
Are we as quick and bold to speak and march for the protection of the lives of the unborn as we are for racial 
justice?  
 
The culture is seeking to force everyone to accept and affirm LGBTQ+ 
rights, at the expense of religious liberty. How will we respond to this? Is it 
even possible in this cultural moment to preach certain biblical and gospel 
truths without being accused of being political?  
 
We think evangelicals who desire to be faithful to all of God’s Word, and 
want to faithfully preach and teach the whole counsel of God, will need to 
wrestle carefully and honestly with some of these questions. Are there 
biblical issues we are willing to ignore so as to not give offense? Do we find 
ourselves too readily justifying why we preach on some issues, but not 
others? For example,. is it easier to take a public stand on sex trafficking 
than it is on the transgender issue? If so, why? Don’t they both egregiously assault the truth that men and women, 
boys and girls, bear the imago Dei? 
 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer said, “Silence in the face of evil is itself evil: God will not hold us guiltless. Not to speak is to 
speak. Not to act is to act.” Do you agree or disagree? Why or why not? 
 
No one wants to be viewed as divisive, and certainly none of us want to give offense. But isn’t the gospel itself 
divisive? Don’t we share the good news of the gospel because of the bad news of sin? And do we really think the 
culture is OK with us denouncing sin because at the same time we share its remedy?  
 
Didn’t Jesus Himself indicate that the gospel would be divisive? (Cf. Mat. 10:34-36!) It isn’t that we want to be 
controversial, and we certainly should not be a bull in a china shop when it comes to the truth. But as we noted last 
week, we live in a culture where “truth is the new hate speech.” If you teach or preach the truth about sin, about 
sexuality, about marriage, and about gender, you will be labeled a hater, a bigot and a _________-phobe. 
 
We don’t go looking for fights, and the weapons of our warfare are not carnal. We did not politicize biblical issues. 
Dare we shy away from biblical issues just because they have been co-opted by the political powers-that-be for their 
own purposes? 
 
The lines of division in our culture have been drawn, but we didn’t draw them. We believe they were drawn by God 
from the beginning of Creation. Spiritual battle is afoot in our culture. We dare not shrink back from the fight. As 
John Stonestreet shared in a recent “Breakpoint” article (March 30, 2021), “Whenever a Christian or a church 



decides that to speak up on controversial cultural issues is to 'get too political,' they leave…victims without 
protection and are out of step with Christian history. Whenever a Christian or a church claims that they avoid these 
issues because 'it distracts from the Gospel,' they are embracing an anemic, truncated Gospel. Christians today can 
join those who’ve gone before us, proclaiming the Gospel and caring for [the vulnerable].” 
 
May God grant to you special wisdom and grace for addressing the issues of our day. 
 
In Christ, 

                                                                                                                       
Dave Lingle                                                   Daniel Degner 
WFC Church Ambassador                            Director, WFC Church Ambassador Network 
920-342-1928, Cell                                       920-204-4447, Cell 
 

 
PS: Final reminder re Early Bird Registration for LEAD Wisconsin. The early bird discount 
for registration ends April 30. If you know of young people ages 13-19 who should register 
and attend, please encourage them to get signed up by April 30 to take advantage of the 
early-bird discount.. For complete information and details go to LEADWI.org or call us 
at 888-378-7395. 
 

 
PPS: If you or someone you know has been denied opportunity to conduct prison ministry due (supposedly) to 
COVID restrictions, would you please contact us? You can call Dave at 920-342-1928 or our office at 888-378-
7395. 


