
 

Tuesday, April 20, 2021 
Biblical or political? Part 1 

 
Dear Pastor,  
 
Is preaching on the biblical truth that marriage is between one biological male and one biological female in a 
covenant relationship divisive and inappropriate? Is it primarily biblical or is it political? Should we avoid preaching 
or teaching on this topic so as to not offend those who disagree with biblical teaching? Should we just focus on the 
gospel?  
 
Are we making political statements when we declare that God created humankind 
as male and female? And that it is not even possible for a man to be born in a 
woman’s body or vice versa? And that sex is determined at the point of conception, 
which is also a biological and scientific fact? 
 
Have we left the biblical and entered the political if we declare that we should not 
be promoting to impressionable children even the idea that they might not be the 
sex that biology and their body declares them to be? Is it political to defend 
children from being assaulted (yes, I use that word intentionally) with puberty blockers and even surgeries to alter 
their physical appearance and allow them to pretend to be something they are not? Or is that standing for biblical 
truth that also happens to be biological reality? 
 
Is the culture rapidly forcing us to the point where we will need to make what, in some cases, might be 
uncomfortable, but necessary choices when it comes to our preaching and teaching? Do we need to make peace with 
the reality that this world is not a friend to grace? Do we need to regain comfort with preaching the truth that every 
deviation from God’s good plans for human sexuality is sin? Are we even comfortable using the word “sin” 
anymore and preaching on the sin lists we find in Scripture? (Those sin lists tend to be comprehensive and include 
sins like homosexuality, adultery, fornication, lust, greed, gluttony, pride, etc.). 
 
How do we effectively share the good news of the gospel without communicating the bad news of the gospel? Did 
Jesus die for basically good people or for wicked and rebellious sinners? Is it even possible to preach an inoffensive 
gospel? If you preach a compassionate yet truthful message on the transgender issue, and a visitor is offended, is that 
your problem, or his/hers? If a visitor or member is offended by your message on the transgender issue, how will 
they respond if you simply read Romans 1-3? 
 
Jesus had severe words for the religious leaders of his day because their doctrine was false and their teachings turned 
people away from God. And as we noted in a prior email, Jesus saved some of His harshest condemnation for those 
who would cause children spiritual harm. If we are silent on issues like transgenderism, and its impact on children, 
are we complicit with those who deserve millstone necklaces? 
 
We need to be asking ourselves hard questions, and we need to carefully think through what Jesus and the apostles 
had to say when speaking to these issues. A great divide is taking place in our culture. It is the divide between 
standing for and teaching and preaching that which is undoubtedly true, or of remaining silent (and theoretically, 
inoffensive) and thereby tacitly complicit with what is happening around us. 
 
In a culture where “truth is the new hate speech” (yes, we saw that sticker on the back of a car recently, and it is in 
fact, sadly, the truth), do we need to remember that the gospel is the most offensive thing we can preach? Is it even 
possible to truly, faithfully, and fully preach the gospel without giving offense? 
 
Is it even possible in this day and age, to be biblical without being political? More on this next week, Lord willing. 



 
In Christ, 

                                                                                                                       
Dave Lingle                                                   Daniel Degner 
WFC Church Ambassador                            Director, WFC Church Ambassador Network 
920-342-1928, Cell                                       920-204-4447, Cell 

 
 
PS:  We have one event yet this month in Rhinelander. If you are in the Rhinelander 
area, please join us if at all possible! For details and to register for any of these events, 
click HERE. Space is limited—please register and register early.  
 

 
 
PPS: April is rapidly drawing to an end. The early bird registration discount for LEAD 
Wisconsin ends this month. For complete information and details go 
to LEADWI.org or call us at 888-378-7395. We have had several churches contact us 
indicating they are offering scholarships to their teens who want to attend! 
 
 
 

PPPS: If you or someone you know has been and is being prevented from prison ministry, supposedly due to 
COVID, would you please call Dave Lingle and let him know? Thank you! 


