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Then saith [Jesus] unto 
them, Render therefore 
unto Caesar the things 

which are Caesar’s; and 
unto God the things that 

are God’s.
Matthew 22:21

*****
Mark Your Calendar!

Join us for “Time To 
Roll Up Our Sleeves,” a 
challenge from Julaine 

Appling.
Thurs., Mar. 4, 6-8 p.m. 
Sheboygan Pizza Ranch
Thurs., Mar. 11, 6-8 p.m. 

Baraboo Pizza Ranch
Thurs., Mar. 18, 6-8 p.m. 

La Crosse, Black  
River Beach Community 

Center
Tues., Mar. 23, 6-8 p.m. 
Delafield Marty’s Pizza

Tuesday, April 6, 
Spring Election

*****
A number of helpful 

resources for understanding 
and teaching the importance 

of religious liberty can be 
found on our website: www.
wifamilycouncil.org, under 

Resources,  Liberty.

March 2021

Our First Freedom
On the grounds of, Thomas Jefferson’s home Monticello 

in Charlottesville, Virginia, is the Jefferson family 
cemetery. There an obelisk monument marks Jefferson’s 
grave and on it is what Jefferson himself wrote for his 
epitaph: “Here was buried/Thomas Jefferson/Author of the 
Declaration of American Independence/of the Statute of 
Virginia for religious freedom/& Father of the University 
of Virginia.” Jefferson said he wrote these words “because 
by these as testimonials that I have lived, I wish to be most 
remembered.”

Sadly, many today do not know about Jefferson’s work on 
religious freedom. In 1777, Jefferson wrote the Virginia 
Statute for Religious Freedom. James Madison champi-
oned it in the Virginia General Assembly where it passed 
on January 16, 1786.
The opening words of this statute are “Whereas, Almighty 
God hath created the mind free,” clearly declaring what 
Jefferson thought about the freedom of conscience. The 
Statute also made it clear that the Church of England was 
no longer the state church of Virginia.
One year later, the drafters of the US Constitution relied 
heavily on Jefferson’s Virginia Statute for Religious Free-
dom as they drafted the First Amendment which protects 
our religious freedom in the form of an Establishment 
clause and a Free Exercise Clause.
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Consider this:
After the US Constitution 
was ratified, the Found-
ing Fathers immediately 
worked on getting 10 
amendments to the Con-
stitution adopted. These 
first 10 amendments are 
called The Bill of Rights. 

The very first freedom 
identified in the very 
first amendment reads: 
“Congress shall make 
no law respecting an 
establishment of religion, 
or prohibiting the free 
exercise thereof...”

Jesus was clear that there 
are certain obligations 
we owe to “Caesar,” and 
He was equally clear that 
there are obligations we 
owe to God. “Caesar” 
has no right or legiti-
mate authority to usurp 
or interfere with God’s 
claims on our loyalties 
and obedience to Him. 
When “Caesar” oversteps 
his authority, “we ought 
to obey God rather than 
men,” (Acts 5:29). 
Our Founding Fathers 
rightly and wisely 
recognized the ills of a 
state-sanctioned religion, 
and also that the govern-
ment ought not curtail 
religious liberty. We do 
well to defend our first 
freedom and its blessings 
for the churches and 
ministries in our country 
and abroad.

Religious freedom in our country was highly prized from 
the beginning. The Pilgrims and Puritans came to the New 
World for freedom of conscience and religion, not for a 
better economy, better jobs or better crops.
One hundred and fifty years after the landing of the May-
flower, our founders called religious freedom the “first free-
dom” because it is so foundational to our other freedoms. 
John Adams declared, “Let the pulpit resound with the doc-
trine and sentiments of religious liberty. Let us hear of the 
dignity of man’s nature, and the noble rank he holds among 
the works of God….”  In 1785 James Monroe declared, “We 
hold it for a fundamental and inalienable truth that religion 
and the manner of discharging it can be directed only by 
reason and conviction not by force and violence. The reli-
gion, then, of every man must be left to the conviction and 
conscience of every man; and it is the right of every man to 
exercise it as these may dictate.”
In 1848 when the Wisconsin state constitution was ratified, 
it contained significant religious freedom language which is 
still in effect today. In part Article I, Section 18 reads, “The 
right of every person to worship Almighty God according 
to the dictates of conscience shall never be infringed…
nor shall any control of, or interference with, the rights of 
conscience be permitted….”
Too often today we are told that the religious freedom our 
founders fought for is bigotry, hate, discrimination and 
intolerance. This false narrative diminishes religious liberty 
when it is found to be at odds with newly invented civil 
rights, like so-called homosexual “marriage” or transgender 
“rights.” Too many court decisions have allowed religious 
freedom to be trampled on in an effort to advance a danger-
ous liberal agenda.
In the current cultural moment, we can’t depend on our 
tax-funded public schools to teach about and defend the 
importance of religious liberty. That means it is up to fam-
ilies and churches to teach the next generation about the 
significance and importance of religious liberty, and to pray 
for its preservation in our land.
Like Jefferson, may we want to be remembered for defend-
ing our first freedom.


