
 

Tuesday, February 16, 2020 
Taking the Long Look 

 
Dear Pastor,  
 
Most of us enjoy seeing immediate results for the work we do. You paint a room; it 
looks great—gratifying. You change the alternator in your car; the car starts—
everything works—and you are—amazed—thankful—gratified. You go hunting; you 
bring back the deer--gratified again. You get the idea. 
 
Ministry tends to not be like that though, as we all know probably all too well. You 
preach and teach week in and week out. Occasionally there are dramatic responses 
and results; but generally, the changes happen over time. You have to be in it for the 
long haul. You have to take the long look.  
 
Recently I (Dave) was watching a re-run of a TV crime drama. (Please judge me compassionately.) One of the characters 
was depressed because she felt inadequate—that no matter how much good she did, it was never enough and never would 
be enough. As she confessed her frustrations to her boss, he observed to her: “You do something good now, you’re not 
always around to see the difference it makes later.” 
 
We know those words were written by a script-writer somewhere, and we know they aren’t inspired; but they were 
astounding on a secular show with a secular worldview because they acknowledge an important truth. 
 
Every time we pray with someone--every time we preach a message, or lead a Bible study—every note of encouragement 
that we send—every cup of cold water we give in Jesus’ name--every good deed that we do for the sake of the 
Kingdom—every time we pray with and for an elected official, or any other person for that matter—“You’re not always 
around to see the difference it makes later.” 
 
“As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men…” (Gal. 6:10a). 
 
“…ever follow that which is good, both among yourselves, and to all men” (I Thess. 5:15b). 
 
“The Lord is good to all; and his tender mercies are over all his works” (Psalm 145:9). 
 
“For God is not unrighteous to forget your work and labor of love, which ye have showed toward his name, in that ye 
have ministered to the saints, and do minister” (Heb. 6:10). 
 
Just as there is a time of sowing, there will also be a time of reaping. We need to take the long look because we just might 
not always be there to see the difference our sowing made.  
 
In Christ, 

                                                                                                                       
Dave Lingle                                                   Daniel Degner 
WFC Church Ambassador                            Director, WFC Church Ambassador Network 
920-342-1928, Cell                                       920-204-4447, Cell 
 
PS: Please join us for one of our upcoming community events. The theme is “Time To Roll Up Our Sleeves”. We’ll be in 
Oshkosh this Thursday, February 18, and in Plover on Tuesday, February 23. For details and to register, click HERE.  


