
 

Tuesday, January 5, 2020 
The Key to Victory 

 
 
Dear Pastor,  
 
Virtually everything you and I believe is attacked by the culture. Anytime you speak up for God’s good plan for human 
sexuality, marriage, family, life or religious freedom, you are likely to be mocked, ridiculed and attacked for being on the wrong 
side of history, for being a bigot and a hater, for being homo- and/or trans-phobic; and these are the nicer things that might well 
be said about you, your church and the members of your church. 

 
While there may be more than one key to victory in this spiritual warfare, certainly 
one key to victory identified in Romans 12:21 stands out: Do not be overcome by 
evil, but overcome evil with good. 
 
What does it look like to overcome evil with good? Jesus clarified that for us to a 
great degree when He said: Love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good 
to those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute you, 
that you may be sons of your Father in heaven…, (Mat. 5:44-45).* 
 
So here are some questions we all need to reflect on (and yes, that includes us at 
WFC, too!): Am I loving my enemies? Am I returning a blessing to those who curse 
me and say evil things about me? Am I doing good things to those who hate me and 

what I stand for? Am I praying for them consistently and regularly? In what ways can or should I be tangibly demonstrating 
love for both my enemies and my neighbors? How can I do these things better? How can I be more faithful at doing these 
things? How can I lead others in doing these things?** 
 
With every passing day, it becomes more evident that the elected officials in our cities, our counties, our state and our country 
need the influence of godly pastors in their lives--pastors who will love them and pray for them, share the gospel with them and 
be a gospel encouragement to those who are believers. 
 
The darkness is oppressive. But the light of the gospel burns as brightly as ever. 
 
 
In Christ, 

                                                                                                                       
Dave Lingle                                                   Daniel Degner 
WFC Church Ambassador                            Director, WFC Church Ambassador Network 
920-342-1928, Cell                                       920-204-4447, Cell 
 
*We believe these passages are dealing primarily with personal interaction and responses. The kinds of laws that should be 
enacted and enforced for the sake of justice and human flourishing is an important issue but is not the primary focus of these 
passages. 
 
**No doubt the list of practical things we can do for those who oppose us is long, but if you want some suggestions, here are 
some seed thoughts. 1. Pray for them by name, privately and where appropriate, corporately. Then drop them an email to let 
them know you prayed for them because you are concerned for them. 2. Reach out with a phone call or sympathy card if an 
“enemy” experiences a death in the family. 3. Deliver a plate of cookies or a sweet bread or some other delectable treat on a 
birthday or anniversary, or on the occasion of a promotion (you don’t have to agree with or even like someone to do something 
nice for them!). 4. Offer your help or the help of your church to meet physical needs if such needs develop. 5. It’s winter and 
we’re in Wisconsin. Shovel snow for that neighbor who is contrary. 6. Work at disagreeing agreeably. Let your speech by 
always with grace, seasoned with salt. 


