
 

Tuesday, January 19, 2020 
The Bad News of the Gospel 

 
 
Dear Pastor,  
 
You know that the Gospel is good news, specifically the good news that Jesus came, that He was crucified, buried and has risen. 
He died that we might live. Who doesn’t love sharing good news?! 
 
But the good news of the Gospel only makes sense because of the bad news of the Gospel. What is the bad news of the Gospel? 
It is that our hearts are deceitful and desperately wicked. Every one of us has sinned, going astray, seeking our own kingdoms, 
not His Kingdom. We have fallen short of the glory of God. We live in a broken word, and we’re the ones who broke it! 
 
Want some more bad news? Just turn on your radio or TV or jump on the internet. We are seeing what happens when millions 
of self-serving sinners band together to demand what they want. Our country appears to be coming apart at the seams. Truth has 
fallen in the streets. Lawlessness occurs, and we have leaders who justify it. Immorality of 
every kind is being promoted to our children. God’s plan for marriage and family are 
ridiculed and attacked. Thousands of unborn children are aborted daily. Religious freedom 
is categorized as a cloak for hate speech and bigotry.  
 
We say all this to come to a point. We know many pastors shy away from saying anything 
that might be considered political. So here is an idea. Why not use political failures as 
illustrations of the brokenness of this world, brokenness for which Jesus is the answer? You 
can talk about all kinds of biblical issues, including those that have been politicized, and 
then share how the Gospel informs our understanding of the issues and answers the deepest 
needs of the hearts of men and women, boys and girls. 
 
In the final analysis, the Gospel is the answer for the brokenness of everything. It is the answer for the brokenness in our 
marriages and our families. It is the answer for the darkness in our culture. It is the answer for the divisiveness of our politics.  
 
Is it even possible to get to the good news of the Gospel without first talking about the bad news of the Gospel, the very reason 
we need the Gospel to begin with? How can the good news make sense if it isn’t the answer for the bad news?  
 
Let’s not be discouraged by the darkness. Let’s use the darkness as a motivation for preaching the glorious light of the Gospel.  
 
People are angry, frustrated and discouraged. We’re tired of COVID, and we’re tired of politics. The average person doesn’t 
like what is happening and doesn’t understand why it is happening. We know why. Let’s remind ourselves and others why the 
good news of the Gospel is the answer for the bad news of the Gospel. 
 
“I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly” (Jn. 10:10b). 
 
In Christ, 

                                                                                                                       
Dave Lingle                                                   Daniel Degner 
WFC Church Ambassador                            Director, WFC Church Ambassador Network 
920-342-1928, Cell                                       920-204-4447, Cell 
 
PS: February 7-14 is National Marriage Week USA. We encourage you to do something in the month of February to strengthen, 
preserve and promote God’s plan for marriage. You might promote and make available to married couples a good book, 
like The Marriage Knot: 7 Choices That Keep Couples Together, by Ron & Jody Zappia. Or you might preach one or more 
messages on God’s good plan for marriage. You could do something in a service to recognize married couples. There are lots of 
possibilities. You can find a number of resources on marriage HERE. 


