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Tell us therefore, What
thinkest thou? Is it lawful to
give tribute unto Caesar, or
not? But Jesus perceived their
wickedness, and said, Why
tempt ye me, ye hypocrites?
Shew me the tribute money.
And they brought unto him
a penny. And he saith unto
them, Whose is this image
and superscription? They
say unto him, Caesar’s. Then
saith he unto them, Render
therefore unto Caesar the
things which are Caesar’s;
and unto God the things that
are God’s.
Matthew 22:17-21

some elected authorities like to refer to “freedom of worship” when talking about the First Amendment to our US
Constitution. Freedom of worship means that in places
where worship would generally be considered typical or
expected, people can express their beliefs and convictions
without fear of government intrusion. That is decidedly
not religious freedom as our Founders understood it, wrote
about it and protected in the Constitution.
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Jesus clearly stated that
some things belong to
Caesar and some things
belong to God. Caesar
may be owed our taxes;
but God is owed our
love, worship, service
and obedience.
The principle of religious freedom is implicit
in what Jesus explicitly
proclaimed. Caesar (i.e.,
the government) has no
business interfering in
what is owed to God. If
governmental authorities seek to prevent
obedience to God, the
path is clear. We are to
practice religious freedom and obey God.
This principle was practiced and stated by the
apostles in Acts 5:29–
Then Peter and the other
apostles answered and
said, We ought to obey
God rather than men.
The conscience may not
be bound by unjust laws
of man.
From God’s perspective,
religious freedom is a
universal right, whether
recognized by a government or not. We should
be grateful for and
defend religious liberty.
We may not always have
it. While we do, let’s be
good stewards of this
amazing blessing!

The First Amendment says, in part, that: “Congress shall
make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof....”
The first clause is often referred to as the “Establishment
Clause.” The wording is very clear. Congress is prohibited
from establishing a national religion with a leader of both
church and country, as in the Church of England. The clause
does not say the church should not have any input into government or that the government can have absolutely nothing
to do with a church or a religion. Sadly, courts over the years
have taken great liberties in how they interpret this “Establishment Clause.”
The second clause is known as the “Free Exercise Clause.”
Again the wording is crystal clear. Congress cannot make a
law that prohibits the free exercise of a person’s religion. Free
exercise is about both public and private practice. It is about
living out what we believe 24/7 in public places, in the halls
of government and in the culture in general. Once again,
activist courts over the years have done great violence to
the clear and simple wording the Founders gave us in these
opening clauses to the First Amendment. The Founders
called religious freedom the “first freedom,” not because it is
the first part of the First Amendment, but because it is absolutely foundational to all of our other freedoms. Protecting
and defending it is vitally important.
Periodically we need to remind ourselves that both the
“Establishment Clause” and the “Free Exercise Clause” were
aimed at restricting the government from interfering in the
free exercise and public expressions of religion. We do well to
oppose efforts to redefine freedom of religion to be worship
contained within the walls of a building.
Religious freedom. Two powerful words expressing a powerful idea that we too often take for granted. Religious freedom
is central to what made this country great and to what will
keep it great. It is worth fighting for and defending today as
much today as it was over 200 years ago. And just as importantly, let us recognize and exercise our religious freedom as
the wonderful gift from God that it is.
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