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*****
Make a joyful noise unto 

the Lord, all ye lands. 
Serve the Lord with 

gladness: come before his 
presence with singing. 

Know ye that the Lord 
he is God; it is he that 
hath made us, and not 
we ourselves; we are his 

people, and the sheep of his 
pasture. Enter into his gates 

with thanksgiving, and 
into his courts with praise; 
be thankful unto him, and 

bless his name. For the 
Lord is good; his mercy is 
everlasting; and his truth 

endureth to all generations.
Psalm 100

 *****
Mark your calendar...

Join us for “2020 Vision: 
Contending for the Faith, 
Challenging the Culture.”
Thurs., Nov. 7 - Elkhorn, 
Pizza Ranch 

Register at 888-378-7395 
or wifamilycouncil.org/
events.
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Thanksgiving: It’s About Families

Just who were those Pilgrims who arrived in Plymouth Bay, 
Massachusetts, on November 21, 1620?

Of the 100 Pilgrims who made the treacherous journey, 
about two-thirds came as part of a family—a married couple 
with children, or a father and children.  We know, thanks 
to the excellent record keeping and journaling of William 
Bradford, that half of the original passengers died in the first 
year, which means some men lost wives, some wives lost 
husbands, and couples lost children.  
What a harsh winter they endured!  Families were broken 
not by choice, but by death. They sacrificed not for wealth, 
adventure, or personal happiness, but for the ability to live 
and raise their families according to their religious faith, free 
from government intrusion.  
We continue to live on the fruit of what those early families 
gave us, experiencing unprecedented freedom, prosperity 
and quality of life.  
Unfortunately, the 
family has not fared 
so well. Unlike those 
“first families,” too 
many of our fam-
ilies are broken 
or fragmented by 
choice—divorce, 
cohabitation, and 
promiscuity.  Our 
legacy is shaping up 
to be far different from 
the legacy left by those 
who gathered in the fall of 1621 to give thanks to God for 
that bountiful harvest and His protection.  However, there’s 
still time to change the legacy.
The Mayflower Compact, signed by the men while still 
aboard the Mayflower, makes it clear that the Pilgrims un-
derstood their journey was all about God, in Whose name 
and by Whose grace and for Whose glory and in Whose 
presence, they came to America and covenanted together to 
form a civil government in the new land. Beyond that, they 
came to advance the Christian faith.  All of this tells us that 

Artist’s conception of the signing of 
the Mayflower Compact.
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Did You Know?
The Mayflower 
Compact was the first 
governing document of 
the Plymouth Colony. It 
was signed aboard ship 
on November 11, 1620. 
It reads, in part: 
“IN THE NAME OF 
GOD, AMEN. We, 
whose names are 
underwritten...Having 
undertaken for the 
Glory of God, and 
Advancement of the 
Christian Faith, and the 
Honour of our King 
and Country, a Voyage 
to plant the first Colony 
in the northern Parts of 
Virginia; Do by these 
Presents, solemnly and 
mutually, in the Pres-
ence of God and one 
another, covenant and 
combine ourselves to-
gether into a civil Body 
Politick, for our better 
Ordering and Preserva-
tion, and Furtherance 
of the Ends aforesaid...”

The United States Postal 
Service issued this stamp in 
1920 to commemorate the 
300th anniversary of the 
signing of the Mayflower 

Compact.

while these Pilgrims were as human as any of us, God was 
foremost in their lives, and the vast majority sought to live 
according to His precepts and principles.
Nearly 400 years later, too many Americans think God’s ways 
are suggestions, not commandments, or they reject His good 
plan for the family altogether.  As a result, the fundamental 
building block of our society—the family—is being disman-
tled.  
Even in the New England colonies, which were the most 
religious of the 13 original colonies, divorce was not unheard 
of. But divorce without cause was unheard of. Records show 
as few as 100 divorces in all of the colonies for the 80 years 
between the Pilgrims’ arrival in 1620 and the turn of the cen-
tury. Faith was foundational, and it made a difference in their 
relationships.
Only a revival of faith can restore our country to a position 
of strength in every sense.  When the institution of family is 
destroyed by our choices, policies, and cultural mores, then we 
can expect more of the social pathologies we are experiencing.  
The truth is early America was built on families—strong fam-
ilies—families that passed to their heirs their names, values, 
freedom and faith.  And these families were largely intact. 
Cohabitation was no more acceptable than out-of-wedlock 
births.  Government did not pay the costs for a single woman 
to have a child and then provide financial disincentives for her 
to marry the child’s father.  To change the legacy we are leaving 
the next generations of Americans, we must begin promoting, 
protecting and preserving God’s plan for marriage and family 
in our churches and in our public policy. 
Thanksgiving has revolved around family even from its earliest 
observances. While thanking God this Thanksgiving for the 
blessings He has bestowed on you and your family, thank Him 
specifically for your family. Covenant with your spouse to 
do everything in your power to keep your family together, to 
reflect God’s plan and purpose, and to give your children the 
very best opportunity to thrive.  In so doing, you will be taking 
an important step in changing the legacy of what this gener-
ation is leaving the Americans coming after us and ensuring 
that for years to come Thanksgiving will continue to be truly 
about families.


