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A friend of our organization related to us a story about 
her last assignment as a school board member.  She was 
representing the school board at an exploratory meeting 
regarding whether the district should add a four-year-old 
kindergarten program.

She said the room was full of stakeholders of all sorts. For 
the first part of the program, she mostly listened. But then 
one of the county workers began making the argument that 
parents don’t really know how to take care of their kids in 
general, let alone know how to make sure they are ready for 
kindergarten. Finally, our friend said she couldn’t take it 
anymore.  She asked the person directly, “So, are you saying 
the state, represented at this time by the county, would really 
like our kids from the time they are born until they are 18?” 
There was silence from the other end of the table. Then finally 
the lady said, “Well, yes, if we think the parents aren’t doing 
what they need to.”

To hear it said 
publicly that 
government workers 
generally think 
children are wards of 
the state, was really 
quite breath-taking. 
Fortunately, our 
friend managed a 
response, stating:  “I completely disagree. Children belong to 
their parents; they are not wards of the state.”

Scripture makes it clear that children are gifts from God, 
given to parents—moms and dads—who are responsible 
for the nurturing, care and general development and well-
being of the children. Earthly parents are stewards under 
God to raise these gifts we call children for His honor and 
glory. Nowhere does Scripture indicate children belong to 
anyone other than parents. And nowhere does Scripture say 
the education of a child is anyone’s responsibility other than 
the parents. The problem is getting both parents and the 
government to understand and respect that truth.

Too often parents think public schools are the only viable 
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Lo, children are an her-
itage [gift] of the Lord... 

Psalm 127:3a

And, ye fathers, provoke 
not your children to 

wrath: but bring them 
up in the nurture and 

admonition of the Lord, 
Ephesians 6:4
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option they have for an educational partner for their children. 
In virtually every state, that’s not true. It’s definitely not true in 
Wisconsin. Wisconsin is one of the best states in the country 
for real school choice—opportunities for parents to choose an 
educational partner that is best for their children.  Wisconsin 
provides the following options:

• Public schools with open enrollment, which allows parents to 
enroll their child in a public school outside of their own district. 
(Applications for open enrollment run from February through 
April.)

• Charter schools and virtual charter schools (often a good 
option for parents wanting something other than the traditional 
public school).

• Parental Choice Program, allowing parents to receive a 
voucher to be used at a private school (secular or religious). 
Each school must meet certain criteria. Governor Walker wants 
to expand this program. 

• Private schools—we have an excellent private school law that 
allows both religious and secular private schools to be a prime 
choice for many parents in our state.

• Home-education—Wisconsin has one of the best home-
school laws in the nation. The law was enacted in 1983 and 
hasn’t been changed since then. All parents need to do to legally 
home-educate their children in our state is fill out and submit a 
one-page form to the Department of Public Instruction. This is 
the ultimate in exercising parental rights regarding education.

Here is the reality: No matter which educational option parents 
choose for their children, parents remain responsible for their 
education, even if the educational partner fails. When parents 
fail to assume this responsibility, the door is wide open for the 
state to act on the belief that children are wards of the state. 
We encourage parents statewide to get informed about these 
options and make decisions now for next year. Wisconsin 
Family Council gives parents information on school choice in 
Wisconsin because we really do believe children are a gift from 
God and definitely are not wards of the state.
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Prayer
• 	 Revival in our state 

and across our land

• 	 Wisconsin State 
Supreme Court 
election on April 7

• 	 The men and women 
in our armed forces 
and their families

• 	 Upcoming US 
Supreme Court 
hearing on marriage

Praise  
• Alabama Chief 

Justice orders 
halt to same-sex 
“marriages” in that 
state

• West Virginia 
legislature upholds 
20-week abortion 
ban over Governor’s 
veto
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Be sure to vote on
April 7, 2015

*****
To donate, catch up on 
past issues of “Church 
Connection,” or just 
for great information 
on marriage, family, 
life or liberty, visit 

wifamilycouncil.org


