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Statewide Pro-Family Group Commends Menards 
Wisconsin-based home improvement center remains closed on Thanksgiving 

 
MADISON, Wis. — In an open letter to John Menard, Jr, CEO of Menard, Inc., Wisconsin Family Council president 
Julaine Appling commends Mr. Menard and his corporation, in particular the Menards stores, for bucking the recent trend 
of keeping retail stores open on Thanksgiving and other major holidays.  Following is a statement from Julaine regarding 
the letter. 
 
“I’ve been dismayed by how many retailers are treating our major holidays like any other buy-and-sell day.  I don’t shop a 
lot, but when I walk into major stores and see signs boasting of being open all day Thanksgiving, I am not impressed—
and I suspect I’m not the only one who feels that way. 
 
“As Wisconsin’s premier pro-family organization, we believe it’s important that we publicly acknowledge and thank Mr. 
Menard for his decision to put families ahead of profit that might be made this Thursday.  It’s a truly commendable action 
given the direction we are headed in this country.  Perhaps Mr. Menard’s decision will embolden others to follow his lead. 
 
“Late last week I was in one of those stores that is boasting about being open all day Thanksgiving.  A friend of mine who 
works in the store was on duty (she’s scheduled to work the holiday).  When I expressed to her my disappointment about 
this decision, she said, ‘You know, the founder of this company would never have done this.  I don’t understand why his 
heirs and current management think this is good.  Is it just greed?’   
 
I couldn’t answer that question, but I certainly understood what she was saying.  Much of corporate America, historically, 
was founded by people with strong family values and a deep respect for the traditions of this great country.  Today, it 
seems much of that is lost and everything is about increasing the corporate bottom line.  I don’t think that’s a good trend 
for our state and nation. 
 
“I am hopeful that many people will not shop on Thanksgiving. Instead, I trust families and friends will gather and spend 
the day together enjoying each other and truly giving thanks to God for His incredible blessings on this land.  And I also 
hope that Menards in particular here in Wisconsin enjoys one of the best ‘Black Fridays’ in its history!” 
 
The Open Letter to John Menard, Jr. is available online here. 
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Wisconsin Family Council is a statewide, not-for-profit organization advancing Judeo-Christian principles and values in Wisconsin by 
strengthening and preserving marriage, family, life and liberty. 
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