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*****
Jesus answered...To this 
end was I born, and for 

this cause came I into the 
world, that I should bear 
witness unto the truth... 

John18:37
And ye shall know the 

truth, and the truth shall 
make you free. John 8:32

*****
“We establish no religion 
in this country, nor will 
we ever. We command 

no worship. We mandate 
no belief. But we poison 

our society when we 
remove its theological 

underpinnings. We court 
corruption when we 

leave it bereft of belief. 
All are free to believe or 

not believe; all are free to 
practice a faith or not. But 

those who believe must 
be free to speak of and act 

on their belief, to apply 
moral teaching to public 

questions....[W]ithout 
God, democracy will not 
and cannot long endure. 

If we ever forget that we’re 
One Nation Under God, 
then we will be a nation 

gone under.”
~Pres. Ronald Reagan, 

1984

 July 2017     

(continued on back)

Symbols of Liberty
Remember being a kid in summer?  You had been lib-

erated and were for several blissful weeks free from 
classrooms and homework. You were free to do the things 
kids do in the summer: cruising on your bike, swimming at 
the lake, watching fireworks, and playing pick-up baseball 
games. I guess you could say, from a child's perspective 
anyway, summer is and has been a symbol of liberty, even 
though a child might have trouble defining liberty.
Liberty and freedom are words that can be difficult for 
anyone to define.  Any definition is likely to be another 
abstraction of these already abstract words.  So we look to 
concrete symbols to help explain these important words.  As 
we celebrate our nation's 241st birthday, it is appropriate 
to reflect on a few of these 
symbols.
Cast in London, the Liberty 
Bell, a famous symbol of 
America's freedom, arrived 
in Philadelphia, Pennsyl-
vania, in August 1752.  It 
cracked while being tested 
and was melted down to 
make a second bell, which 
was also defective.  Finally, 
a third bell was cast; and on 
June 7, 1753, it was hung in 
the tower of Independence Hall.  On July 8, 1776, the Liber-
ty Bell was joyfully rung after the first public reading of the 
Declaration of Independence.  According to tradition, this 
bell cracked in 1835, when it was rung in sorrow, as it tolled 
the death of US Supreme Court Chief Justice John Marshall.  
In 1976, in celebration of our nation's bicentennial, the bell 
was moved to Independence National Historical Park in 
Philadelphia, where it is today enshrined on a green facing 
Independence Hall.  Significant words from Leviticus 25:10 
are inscribed on the bell: “Proclaim liberty throughout the 
land unto all inhabitants thereof.”
On July 4, 1884, the people of France gave us the giant 
Statue of Liberty as a symbol of friendship between the 
two nations.  Today, this noble “Mother of Exiles” graces 
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Pray...
• That God’s people will 

faithfully serve the 
Lord in every aspect 
of  life.

• That our elected 
officials will know and 
honor God in their per-
sonal and public lives.

• For the safety of the 
men and women serv-
ing in our military and 
for the Bible-believing 
chaplains who minister 
to them.

*****
“The Constitution does 
not require a complete 
separation of church 

and state. It affirmatively 
mandates accommoda-
tion, not merely toler-

ance, of all religions and 
forbids hostility towards 

any...Anything less would 
require the ‘callous indif-
ference’ we have said was 

never intended by the 
Establishment Clause. In-
deed, we have observed, 

such hostility would 
bring us into a war with 
our national tradition 

as embodied in the First 
Amendment’s guaranty 
of the free exercise of 

religion.”
~Warren Earl Burger,

Chief Justice, US Supreme 
Court, 1969-1986

*****
Connect with WFC 
For a schedule of WFC 
radio broadcasts visit 
wifamilycouncil.org 
and click on “Radio.” 
Our podcasts are also 

available here.  

Liberty Island in New York Harbor, her lit torch a beacon to 
all freedom-seeking people.
Countless immigrants over the years have related that upon 
first seeing this impressive Lady, they were overcome with 
emotion. They knew this towering statue stands for freedom! 
And today, Lady Liberty continues to stand guarding the har-
bor and welcoming immigrants, with the following ennobling 
words engraved upon her pedestal:

Give me your tired, your poor,/ Your huddled masses 
yearning to breathe free,/The wretched refuse of your 
teeming shore./Send these, the homeless, tempest-tossed 
to me:/I lift my lamp beside the golden door!

Celebrating the Fourth of July in our traditional American 
way also symbolizes freedom and liberty. Shortly after the 
vote for freedom had been taken, and the Declaration of In-
dependence had been drafted, John Adams sent a letter to his 
wife. In the letter he said the day celebrating America's dec-
laration of freedom from England “ought to be commemorat-
ed, as the Day of Deliverance, by solemn acts of devotion to 
God Almighty. It ought to be solemnized,” said Adams, “with 
pomp and parade, shows, games, sports, guns, bells, bonfires 
and illuminations, from one end of this continent to the other, 
from this time forward forevermore.”  We've heeded a lot of 
what Adams said. What would a Fourth of July celebration 
be without parades, games, sports and “illuminations”? This 
year as we watch fireworks rocket skyward illuminating 
the heavens, let us also be offering prayers heavenward as 
“solemn acts of devotion to God Almighty” because America 
certainly needs to turn to God.
The greatest symbol of liberty is, and will always be, the 
cross of Christ, without which we would never know true 
freedom. True freedom is what Wisconsin Family Council 
is all about. We want to do our part to see that Wisconsin 
and the USA continue to be places where the Gospel can be 
freely preached and people can live and worship according 
to the dictates of their faith and consciences. We trust as you 
celebrate our nation's birthday, you will also honor the true 
Author of Liberty.
From all of us at Wisconsin Family Council, “Happy Birth-
day, America”—and a grand Independence Day to all!


